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§ 10-39. Temporary regional school study committee 
 
(a) Two or more towns may establish a regional school district in accordance with the provisions of this 
part. 
 
(b) Two or more local or regional school districts may, by vote of their legislative bodies, join in the 
establishment of a temporary regional school study committee, hereafter referred to as the committee, to 
study the advisability of establishing a regional school district, and report to the respective towns in 
accordance with section 10-43. In performing its duties, such committee may employ an architect to assist 
in estimating the cost of providing school facilities, an appraiser to establish the value of assets of each 
participating school district and such other professional consultants or personnel as may be needed, 
provided the committee shall not incur obligations which exceed the moneys received pursuant to section 
10-42. The committee shall continue until dissolved pursuant to section 10-43 but no longer than two 
years from the date of its organization unless the legislative bodies of the participating towns vote to 
extend the life of the committee for a period not to exceed two years. 
 
(c) Two or more boards of education may conduct a preliminary study of the advisability of establishing a 
regional school district, and if their findings are affirmative, such boards of education, except as provided 
below, shall submit a written report to the chief executive officer in each town served by such boards. 
Within thirty days of the receipt of the report, such officer shall call a meeting of the legislative body of the 
town which shall consider the report and vote on the question of establishing a temporary regional school 
study committee pursuant to subsection (b) of this section. In the case of a regional board of education, 
such board shall call a meeting of the regional school district for such purposes. 
 
(d) A regional school district may participate as a region in any study undertaken pursuant to subsection 
(b) or (c) of this section. In the case of a preliminary study, the regional board of education shall submit 
the written report to a regional school district meeting called to consider the report and vote on the 
question of joining in the establishment of a temporary regional school study committee pursuant to 
subsection (b) of this section. A regional school district may vote to appoint five members to a temporary 
regional school study committee at a regional school district meeting. Two of such members shall be 
members of the regional board of education. The towns which are members of such regional school 
district shall be “participating” towns for the purposes of notice, reports and referenda under sections 10-
41 to 10-43, inclusive, and section 10-45. If a new regional school district is established by the referenda, 
the board of education of the regional school district which participated in the study shall be deemed a 
town board of education for purposes of section 10-46a. 
 
§ 10-40. Appointment of committee members 
 
The legislative body of each town joining in the establishment of such a committee shall appoint to such 
committee five members at least two of whom shall be members of the board of education of such town. 
The town clerk of each town shall immediately give notice of the appointments made to the Commissioner 
of Education. Within thirty days of receipt of the last of such notices, the commissioner shall appoint a 
consultant to such committee. The consultant shall call the first meeting of the study committee within ten 
days after such appointment.   
 
§ 10-42. Expenses of committee 
 
The committee may receive and disburse for the purposes of the study moneys from any source, 
including bequests, gifts or contributions, made by any individual, corporation or association. Each 
participating town shall pay a share of the expenses of the committee in an amount which is in the same 
proportion to the total expenses as the number of pupils in average daily membership of such town as 
defined in section 10-261 for the school year next prior to that in which the committee is established bears 
to the total number of such pupils in participating towns. The expenses of the committee in the initial two-
year period shall not exceed ten dollars times the total number of pupils used in the above computation. 
An affirmative vote by the legislative body to join a temporary regional school study committee shall 
obligate the town or regional school district to pay its share of the expenses of the committee. The 
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treasurer of the district shall pay to the committee upon demand of its treasurer any portion of such share. 
Subject to the approval of the State Board of Education, for the purpose of computing any state grant for 
school building purposes under chapter 173, any part of such moneys paid to an architect for professional 
services shall be applied to the total cost of any school building which may be constructed. An affirmative 
vote by the legislative body to extend the life of the committee pursuant to section 10-39 shall obligate the 
town or regional school district to pay its share of the additional expenses. The total expenses of the 
committee for each additional year shall not exceed one-half the limit set for the initial two-year period. 
Any unencumbered balance remaining in the treasury of the committee at the time such committee is 
dissolved shall be returned by the treasurer to the participating districts in the same proportion as their 
respective shares were paid to finance the expenses of the committee. 
 
§ 10-43. Reports to towns. Dissolution of committee 
 
(a) The committee shall, at least semiannually, make progress reports to the participating towns and the 
State Board of Education in such manner as the committee deems suitable. Upon completion of its study, 
the committee shall present a written report of its findings and recommendations to the State Board of 
Education and the town clerk of each participating town. If the committee finds that establishment of the 
proposed regional school district is inadvisable, its report shall include such findings and an explanation 
of the reasons for its conclusions. If the findings of the committee support the feasibility and desirability of 
establishing a regional school district, its report shall contain (1) the findings of the committee with respect 
to the advisability of establishing a regional school district, (2) the towns to be included, (3) the grade 
levels for which educational programs are to be provided, (4) detailed educational and budget plans for at 
least a five-year period including projections of enrollments, staff needs and deployment and a description 
of all programs and supportive services planned for the proposed regional school district, (5) the facilities 
recommended, (6) estimates of the cost of land and facilities, (7) a recommendation concerning the 
capital contribution of each participating town based on appraisals or a negotiated valuation of existing 
land and facilities owned and used by each town for public elementary and secondary education which 
the committee recommends be acquired for use by the proposed regional school district, together with a 
plan for the transfer of such land and facilities, (8) a recommendation concerning the size of the board of 
education to serve the proposed regional school district and the representation of each town thereon, and 
(9) such other matters as the committee deems pertinent. The capital contribution of each participating 
town shall be in the same proportion to the total purchase price or negotiated value of the property 
transferred as the number of pupils in average daily membership of such town as defined in section 10-
261 for the school year preceding that in which the plan is approved by the State Board of Education 
bears to the total number of such pupils in the participating towns. 
 
(b) If the committee finds: (1) Establishment of the proposed regional school district is inadvisable, the 
State Board of Education shall, within thirty days of receipt of such report, send to the committee and the 
town clerk of each participating town a statement of its agreement or disagreement with the committee 
report and the reasons therefor. The town clerk shall make available copies of the report and the 
statement and publish notice thereof in a newspaper having general circulation in the town. Within thirty 
days after receipt of the statement of the State Board of Education, the committee shall present the report 
and statement to the legislative body of each participating town at a public meeting called for the purpose 
of acting thereon. The committee is dissolved upon presentation of its report to all participating towns; (2) 
establishment of a regional school district is advisable, the State Board of Education shall, within thirty 
days of the receipt of such report, determine whether the report contains the information described in 
subsection (a) of this section and shall, accordingly, accept or reject the recommendations of the 
committee. (A) If the recommendations are rejected, the State Board of Education shall advise the 
committee in writing of the reason for rejection. The committee may revise its recommendations and 
resubmit its report within thirty days of receipt of notice of the rejection and shall, in such case, file a copy 
of the amended report with the town clerk of each participating town. If the committee does not submit an 
amended plan or if the committee submits an amended plan which is rejected by the State Board of 
Education, the proposed regional school district shall not be established and the procedure in subdivision 
(1) of this subsection shall apply. (B) If the committee report is accepted, the State Board of Education 
shall certify to the town clerk in each of the participating towns that the committee recommendations have 
been approved and send a copy of such certification to the committee. The town clerk shall make 



-4- 

 

  

 

available copies of the certified report and publish notice of the certification and availability of copies in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the town. Within thirty days after receipt of its copy of the 
certification, the committee shall hold a public meeting in each participating town to present the certified 
report. All participating towns shall hold a referendum on the same day in accordance with section 10-45. 
Upon completion of such referenda as may be held thereunder, the committee is dissolved.   
 
§ 10-44. Disposition of committee records 
 
Upon the dissolution of the committee after a referendum establishing a regional school district, the 
persons who served as secretary and treasurer of the committee shall transfer the original official records 
of the committee to the secretary of the regional board of education. Upon dissolution of the committee 
without the establishment of a regional school district, such persons shall transfer such records to the 
State Board of Education. 
 
§ 10-45. Referendum on establishment of regional districts 
 
(a) Upon receipt of a copy of the certificate of approval, the committee shall set the day on which 
referenda shall be held simultaneously in each of the participating towns to determine whether a regional 
school district shall be established as recommended. Such referenda shall be held between forty-five and 
ninety days from the date of such approval. The committee shall immediately notify the town clerk in each 
participating town of its decision. Upon receipt of such notice, the town clerk shall file the notice required 
by section 9-369a. The warning of such referenda shall be published, the vote taken and the results 
thereof canvassed and declared in the same manner as is provided for the election of officers of a town. 
The town clerk of each participating town shall certify the results of the referendum to the State Board of 
Education. 
 
(b) The vote on the question shall be taken by a “yes” and “no” vote on the voting machine and the 
designation of the question on the voting machine ballot label shall be “Shall a regional school district be 
established in accordance with the plan approved by the State Board of Education on .... (date)?” and the 
label used shall conform with the provisions of section 9-250. If the majority of the votes in each of the 
participating towns is affirmative, a regional school district composed of such towns is established and 
shall be numbered in accordance with the order of the incorporation of the districts. 
 
(c) If the majority vote of one or more of such towns is negative, the committee shall determine the 
advisability of immediately submitting the question to referendum a second time. If the committee so 
recommends, it shall notify the town clerk in each participating town of its decision. Within thirty days after 
receipt of such notice, the legislative body of the town shall meet to act upon the committee 
recommendation. If the legislative body in each of the participating towns accepts the recommendation, a 
second referendum shall be held in each participating town in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. If the majority of votes cast in each town is affirmative, the regional school district is established 
and numbered accordingly. 
 
§ 10-46. Regional board of education 
 
(a) The affairs of the regional school district shall be administered by a regional board of education, which 
shall consist of not fewer than five members. Each member town shall elect at least one member. The 
committee report shall determine the number of members of such regional board and the representation 
of each town. The first members of such regional board of education shall be nominated and elected at a 
meeting of the legislative body of each town held within thirty days after the referendum creating the 
district. The regional board of education at its first meeting, called by the Commissioner of Education 
within ten days from the time the last member town to appoint members to the regional board has done 
so, shall organize and the members shall serve until their successors are elected and qualify. At such 
meeting, the board shall determine the term of office of each member according to the following 
principles: (1) The term of office of each successor shall be four years; (2) to establish a continuity of 
membership, a system of rotation shall be used; if the board has an even number of members, one-half of 
such number shall be elected every two years and if the board has an uneven number of members, no 
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more than a bare majority or a bare minority shall be elected every two years, except when the unexpired 
portion of the term of a vacated office must be filled; (3) the same system of rotation shall be used for 
election of the representatives of each member town, if possible; (4) if necessary, it shall be determined 
by lot which of the initial members shall serve the short terms; (5) at the first election of members in 
accordance with subsection (b) or (c) of this section, no more than half the offices held by initial board 
members shall be filled; (6) the offices held by the remaining initial board members shall be filled at the 
second election held in accordance with subsection (b) or (c) of this section. Thereafter, members of the 
board shall be nominated and elected in their respective towns in accordance with subsection (b) or (c) of 
this section as determined by the legislative body of each town. 
 
(b) (1) At least thirty days before the expiration of the term of office of any board member, a town meeting 
shall be held in accordance with chapter 90 to nominate and elect a successor. Any person who is an 
elector of such town may vote at such meeting. If a vacancy occurs in the office of any member of the 
regional board of education, the town affected, at a town meeting called within thirty days from the 
beginning of such vacancy, shall nominate and elect a successor to serve for the unexpired portion of the 
term in accordance with the above procedure. (2) Where members of the regional school board are to be 
elected at-large under a plan for reapportionment recommended under subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of 
section 10-63l, and approved under sections 10-63m and 10-63n, at least thirty days before the expiration 
of the term of office of any board member, a meeting of the voters of the entire regional school district 
shall be held to nominate and elect successors in accordance with subsection (e) of this section. Any 
person who is an elector of any member town may vote at such regional meeting. Vacancies shall be 
filled by a regional meeting called within thirty days from the beginning of such vacancy. 
 
(c) Board members shall be nominated and elected in the same manner as town officers in accordance 
with the provisions of title 9 except that (1) section 9-167a and parts II and III of chapter 146 shall not 
apply, (2) the board members so elected shall take office in accordance with subsection (d) of this section 
and if members of the regional school board are elected at-large under a plan for reapportionment 
recommended under subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 10-63 l, and approved under sections 10-
63m and 10-63n, a caucus of the voters of the entire regional school district shall be held to nominate 
candidates for election to the board in accordance with subsection (e) of this section. At such caucus, any 
person who is an elector of any member town may vote. If a vacancy occurs in the office of any member 
of the regional board of education, the legislative body of the town affected shall elect a successor to 
serve until the next general election, at which time a successor shall be elected to serve any unexpired 
portion of such term, except that if members are elected at-large, such successor shall be nominated and 
elected at a meeting of the entire regional school district held as provided in subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(d) All members of a regional board of education, except those members regularly elected in the month of 
May, shall take office on the first day of the month following their election. Those members of a regional 
board of education regularly elected in the month of May shall take office on the first day of July. Such 
board shall hold an organizational meeting in the month following the last election of members thereof 
held in the member towns in any calendar year at which time the board shall elect by ballot from its 
membership a chairperson, a secretary, a treasurer and any other officer deemed necessary and may 
annually thereafter elect such officers. In the case of a tie vote in the balloting for any officer, such tie 
shall be broke by lot. The treasurer shall give bond to the regional board of education in an amount 
determined by the members thereof. The cost of such bond shall be borne by the district. 
 
(e) Each regional school district meeting and caucus held pursuant to subsection (b) and (c) of this 
section shall be conducted in accordance with standard parliamentary practice. A moderator shall be 
chosen to preside over such meeting or caucus. A majority of those present and eligible to vote at such 
meeting or caucus shall determine the manner in which any vote shall be taken. The moderator shall 
certify all results of such meeting or caucus to the Secretary of the State who shall then officially notify 
each town within the regional school district of the result. 
 
§ 10-46a. Transfer of responsibility to regional board 
 
The regional board of education shall, after consultation with the local boards of education in the towns 
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comprising the regional school district, determine the time and method by which the responsibility of 
conducting the educational program shall be transferred to the regional board of education, provided such 
transfer shall be completed within two years of the date of the organizational meeting of the regional 
board of education. When, in accordance with this section or section 10-47b, a regional board of 
education assumes the responsibility for administration of all programs which are provided in the member 
towns and are under the general supervision and control of the State Board of Education, the local boards 
of education are dissolved. 
 
§ 10-47. Powers of regional board. Meetings 
 
Regional boards of education shall have all the powers and duties conferred upon boards of education by 
the general statutes not inconsistent with the provisions of this part. Such boards may purchase, lease or 
rent property for school purposes and, as part of the purchase price may assume and agree to pay any 
bonds or other capital indebtedness issued by a town for any land and buildings so purchased; shall 
perform all acts required to implement the plan of the committee for the transfer of property from the 
participating towns to the regional school district and may build, add to or equip schools for the benefit of 
the towns comprising the district. Such boards may receive gifts of real and personal property for the 
purposes of the regional school districts. The regional school district annual meeting shall be the district 
meeting at which the annual budget is first presented for adoption and shall be held the first Monday or 
the first Tuesday in May. The boards may convene special district meetings when they deem it 
necessary. District meetings shall be warned and conducted in the same manner as are town meetings. 
For such purposes, the chairperson of the board shall have the duties of the board of selectmen and the 
secretary shall have the duties of the town clerk. 
 
§ 10-47b. Addition or withdrawal of grades 

 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any regional board of education in a school 
district which does not include all elementary and secondary school grades may recommend a study of 
the advisability of the addition to or withdrawal of grades from the regional school district or, upon the 
request of two or more of the town boards of education of the member towns, shall recommend such a 
study to the chairmen of the town boards of education and chairmen of the boards of finance or other 
such fiscal authorities in each town affected. Within thirty days of receipt of such recommendation, such 
chairmen shall each appoint one of the members of their boards and the chairman of the regional board 
of education shall appoint one member of the regional board from each member town to a study 
committee. The Commissioner of Education shall appoint a consultant to the study committee. The study 
committee shall proceed in the same manner as the temporary regional school study committee except 
that the expenses of the committee shall be borne by the regional school district and shall not exceed 
three dollars times the number of pupils in average daily membership of such town and regional school 
districts as defined in section 10-261 and the committee shall submit its report to the participating towns 
no later than one year from the date of its organizational meeting. If the committee recommends a plan 
for addition to or withdrawal of grades from the regional school district and the referenda held in the 
manner provided in section 10-45 result in an affirmative vote in the regional school district as a whole, 
the participating towns shall implement the plan. 

(b) The procedures in subsection (a) of this section shall not be used to dissolve a regional school 
district, but may be used to empower the regional school district to administer all programs which are 
provided in the member towns and are under the general supervision and control of the State Board of 
Education. In such case, if the vote in each member town affirms the expansion, the town boards of 
education in such member towns shall be dissolved in accordance with section 10-46a. If the vote is not 
affirmative in all the member towns, but is affirmative in a majority of such towns, the towns voting in 
favor of such expansion may initiate a study of the feasibility of establishing a regional school district to 
administer all programs which are provided in such towns and are under the general supervision and 
control of the State Board of Education. Such study shall be initiated and conducted pursuant to sections 
10-39 through 10-45. In such case, the study may be made forthwith without using the procedures for 
withdrawal of a town or dissolution of a regional school district provided in sections 10-63a through 10-
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63c. If a second regional school district is so established by referenda, the first regional school district 
shall be dissolved. The State Board of Education shall make the relevant determinations required by 
section 10-63c for such dissolution of an existing regional school district. The assets apportioned to the 
member towns of the new regional school district may be transferred directly to said district. If secondary 
schools are among the assets so transferred to the new regional district, said district shall accept 
applications from the remaining school districts for admission of secondary students for a tuition based 
on per pupil cost for a period of at least three years after the dissolution. The State Board of Education 
may withhold from the next grant paid pursuant to section 10-262i to the town or regional school districts 
so established an amount equal to the proportionate share to be borne by each such district of the cost 
of the services rendered by said state board during the dissolution of the regional school district. 

§ 10-47c. Amendment of plan 

With the exception of the terms which pertain to the capital contribution of member towns, the transfer of 
property to the regional school district, the grades included, the size of the board of education and the 
representation of each town on the board and the towns to be served by the regional school district, the 
terms of the plan approved through referenda pursuant to section 10-45 may be amended as follows: If a 
regional board of education finds it advisable to amend the plan or if the legislative body of a town served 
by the regional board of education requests amendment of such plan, the regional board of education 
shall prepare a report on the proposed amendment, including the question to be presented, file a copy 
with the Commissioner of Education and the clerk of each member town and make copies of such report 
available to the public at a district meeting called to present the plan. After such public hearing, the board 
shall set the date for referenda which shall be held simultaneously in each member town between the 
hours of six a.m. and eight p.m. At least thirty days before the date of the referenda, the regional board of 
education shall notify the town clerk in each member town to call the referendum on the specified date to 
vote on the specified question. The warning of such referenda shall be published, the vote taken and the 
results thereof canvassed and declared in the same manner as is provided for the election of officers of a 
town. The town clerk of each town shall certify the vote of the town to the regional board of education and 
the Commissioner of Education. If the majority vote in each town of the district is in favor of the proposed 
amendment to the plan, such amendment shall take effect immediately. 
 

§ 10-49a. Site in town outside district 

Any school district may acquire real property upon which to build a school in a town not within such 
school district, provided such town approves such acquisition by referendum. Those eligible to vote at 
town meetings under section 7-6 shall be eligible to vote on such question. Any school district proposing 
to acquire such property shall so notify the town clerk of the town in which such property is located, and 
such town shall hold a referendum within sixty days after receipt of such notice. The school district giving 
such notice shall bear the cost of such referendum. 
 

§ 10-51. Fiscal year. Budget. Payments by member towns; adjustments to payments. Investment 
of funds. Temporary borrowing. Reserve funds 

(a) The fiscal year of a regional school district shall be July first to June thirtieth. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, not less than two weeks before the annual meeting held pursuant to section 
10-47, the board shall hold a public district meeting to present a proposed budget for the next fiscal year. 
Any person may recommend the inclusion or deletion of expenditures at such time. After the public 
hearing, the board shall prepare an annual budget for the next fiscal year, make available on request 
copies thereof and deliver a reasonable number to the town clerk of each of the towns in the district at 
least five days before the annual meeting. At the annual meeting on the first Monday in May, the board 
shall present a budget which includes a statement of (1) estimated receipts and expenditures for the next 
fiscal year, (2) estimated receipts and expenditures for the current fiscal year, (3) estimated surplus or 
deficit in operating funds at the end of the current fiscal year, (4) bonded or other debt, (5) estimated per 
pupil expenditure for the current and for the next fiscal year, and (6) such other information as is 
necessary in the opinion of the board. Persons present and eligible to vote under section 7-6 may accept 
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or reject the proposed budget except as provided below. No person who is eligible to vote in more than 
one town in the regional school district is eligible to cast more than one vote on any issue considered at a 
regional school district meeting or referendum held pursuant to this section. Any person who violates this 
section by fraudulently casting more than one vote or ballot per issue shall be fined not less than three 
hundred dollars or more than five hundred dollars and shall be imprisoned not less than one year or more 
than two years and shall be disenfranchised. The regional board of education may, in the call to the 
meeting, designate that the vote on the motion to adopt the budget shall be by paper ballots at the district 
meeting held on the budget or by a “yes” or “no” vote on the voting machines in each of the member 
towns on the day following the district meeting. If submitted to a vote by voting machine, questions may 
be included on the ballot for persons voting “no” to indicate whether the budget is too high or too low, 
provided the vote on such questions shall be for advisory purposes only and not binding upon the board. 
Two hundred or more persons qualified to vote in any regional district meeting called to adopt a budget 
may petition the regional board, in writing, at least three days prior to such meeting, requesting that any 
item or items on the call of such meeting be submitted to the persons qualified to vote in the meeting for a 
vote by paper ballot or on the voting machines in each of the member towns on the day following the 
district meeting and in accordance with the appropriate procedures provided in section 7-7. If a majority of 
such persons voting reject the budget, the board shall, within four weeks thereafter and upon notice of not 
less than one week, call a district meeting to consider the same or an amended budget. Such meetings 
shall be convened at such intervals until a budget is approved. If the budget is not approved before the 
beginning of a fiscal year, the disbursing officer for each member town, or the designee of such officer, 
shall make necessary expenditures to such district in amounts equal to the total of the town's 
appropriation to the district for the previous year and the town's proportionate share in any increment in 
debt service over the previous fiscal year, pursuant to section 7-405 until the budget is approved. The 
town shall receive credit for such expenditures once the budget is approved for the fiscal year. After the 
budget is approved, the board shall estimate the share of the net expenses to be paid by each member 
town in accordance with subsection (b) of this section and notify the treasurer thereof. With respect to 
adoption of a budget for the period from the organization of the board to the beginning of the first full fiscal 
year, the board may use the above procedure at any time within such period. If the board needs to submit 
a supplementary budget, the general procedure specified in this section shall be used. 
 
(b) For the purposes of this section, “net expenses” means estimated expenditures, including estimated 
capital expenditures, less estimated receipts as presented in a regional school district budget. On the 
date or dates fixed by the board, each town in the district shall pay a share of the cost of capital outlay, 
including costs for school building projects under chapter 173, and current expenditures necessary for the 
operation of the district. The board shall determine the amount to be paid by each member town. Such 
amount shall bear the same ratio to the net expenses of the district as the number of pupils resident in 
such town in average daily membership in the regional school district during the preceding school year 
bears to the total number of such pupils in all the member towns, provided that the board may recalculate 
such amount based on the number of pupils in average daily membership in the regional school district 
for the current school year and may adjust each member town's payment to the regional school district for 
the following fiscal year by the difference between the last such payment and the recalculated amount. 
Until the regional school district has been in operation for one year, such amounts shall be based on the 
average daily membership of pupils in like grades from each of such towns at any school at which 
children were in attendance at the expense of such towns during the preceding school year. 
 
(c) The board shall deposit or invest temporarily any funds which are not needed immediately for the 
operation of the school district as permitted in section 7-400 or 7-402. Any income derived from such 
deposits or investments shall be used at least semiannually to reduce the net expenses. The board shall 
use any budget appropriation which has not been expended by the end of the fiscal year to reduce the 
net expenses of the district for the following fiscal year. The board may borrow funds temporarily and 
issue notes or other obligations, and pay interest thereon, in anticipation of payments to be made to it by 
a member town or the state, for the operation of its schools. Such notes or obligations shall be authorized 
by resolution of the board, and shall be general obligations of the regional school district and its member 
towns. The date, maturity, interest rate, form, manner of sale and other terms of such notes or other 
obligations shall be determined by the board or any officer or body to whom the board delegates authority 
to make such determinations. Such notes may be renewed from time to time, provided all such notes 



-9- 

 

  

 

shall mature and be payable no later than the end of the fiscal year during which such member town or 
state payments are payable. 
 
(d) (1) Prior to June 7, 2006, upon the recommendation and the approval of a majority of members on the 
board, a regional board of education may create a reserve fund to finance a specific capital improvement 
or the acquisition of any specific piece of equipment. Such fund shall thereafter be termed “reserve fund 
for specific capital improvements or equipment purchases”. No annual appropriation to such fund shall 
exceed one per cent of the annual district budget. Appropriations to such fund shall be included in the 
share of net expenses to be paid by each member town until the fund established pursuant to this 
subdivision is discontinued. The board shall annually submit a complete and detailed report of the 
condition of such fund to the member towns. Such fund may be discontinued, after recommendation by 
the board and approval by the board, and any amounts held in the fund shall be transferred to the general 
fund of the district. 
 
(2) On and after June 7, 2006, a regional board of education, by a majority vote of its members, may 
create a reserve fund for capital and nonrecurring expenditures. Such fund shall thereafter be termed 
“reserve fund for capital and nonrecurring expenditures”. The aggregate amount of annual and 
supplemental appropriations by a district to such fund shall not exceed one per cent of the annual district 
budget for such fiscal year. Annual appropriations to such fund shall be included in the share of net 
expenses to be paid by each member town. Supplemental appropriations to such fund may be made from 
estimated fiscal year end surplus in operating funds. Interest and investment earnings received with 
respect to amounts held in the fund shall be credited to such fund. The board shall annually submit a 
complete and detailed report of the condition of such fund to the member towns. Upon the 
recommendation and approval by the regional board of education, any part or the whole of such fund may 
be used for capital and nonrecurring expenditures, but such use shall be restricted to the funding of all or 
part of the planning, construction, reconstruction or acquisition of any specific capital improvement or the 
acquisition of any specific item of equipment. Upon the approval of any such expenditure an appropriation 
shall be set up, plainly designated for the project or acquisition for which it has been authorized, and such 
unexpended appropriation may be continued until such project or acquisition is completed. Any 
unexpended portion of such appropriation is set up pursuant to the provisions of this subsection and 
through unforeseen circumstances the completion of the project or acquisition for which such 
appropriation has been designated is impossible to attain the board, by a majority vote of its members, 
may terminate such appropriation which then shall no longer be in effect. Such fund may be discontinued, 
after the recommendation and approval by the regional board of education, and any amounts held in the 
fund shall be transferred to the general fund of the district. 
 

§ 10-51a. Petition to determine deficiency in town payment 

If any town which is a member of a regional school district fails to include in its annual town budget 
appropriations for any year the amount necessary for payment of its proportionate share of the annual 
budget of such regional school district, as required by section 10-51 or section 5 of number 405 of the 
special acts of 1959, ten or more taxable inhabitants of a town within such school district, a majority of the 
board of selectmen of any such town, the Attorney General, a holder or owner of bonds or notes of such 
regional school district, the board of education of such regional school district or the State Board of 
Education may petition the superior court to determine the amount of the alleged deficiency. If the court 
finds such deficiency to exist, it shall order such town, through its treasurer, selectmen and assessor, to 
provide a sum of money equal to such deficiency, together with a sum of money equal to twenty-five per 
cent thereof. The amount of the deficiency shall be paid by the town to the regional school district as soon 
as it is available; the additional sum of twenty-five per cent shall be kept in a separate account by such 
town and shall be applied toward payment of such town's share of the annual budget of the regional 
school district in the following year. If such order is made prior to the fixing of the annual tax rate of such 
town, such tax rate shall be adjusted to cover the sums included in such order. If such order is made after 
the fixing of the annual tax rate of such town, the sums included in such order shall be provided by the 
town from any available cash surplus, from any contingent fund, from borrowing, through a rate bill under 
the provisions of section 12-123 or from any combination thereof. Any borrowing to meet such deficiency 
shall be made by the town treasurer, with the approval of a majority of the selectmen, and no vote of the 
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town shall be required therefor. Such borrowed amount shall be included in the estimated expenses of 
the town in the tax levy for the next fiscal year. Petitions brought to the superior court under the provisions 
of this section shall be privileged in respect to their assignment for hearing. 
 

§ 10-51b. Reserve fund for employee sick leave and severance benefits 

A regional board of education, by a majority vote of its members, may create a reserve fund for accrued 
liabilities for employee sick leave and severance benefits. Such fund shall thereafter be termed “reserve 
fund for employee sick leave and severance benefits”. The aggregate amount of annual and 
supplemental appropriations by a district to such fund in any one fiscal year shall not exceed the 
actuarially recommended contribution from the annual district budget for such fiscal year. No payments 
shall be made to the fund which will cause the amount of such fund to exceed the accrued liability for 
such employee benefits as determined by the district's annual financial statements, except for the 
addition of interest and investment earnings with respect to amounts held in the fund. Annual 
appropriations to such fund shall be included in the share of net expenses to be paid by each member 
town. Supplemental appropriations to such fund may be made from estimated fiscal year end surplus in 
operating funds. Interest and investment earnings received with respect to amounts held in the fund shall 
be credited to such fund. The board shall annually submit a complete and detailed report of the condition 
of such fund to the member towns. Upon the approval of the board, by a majority vote of its members, 
any part or the whole of such fund may be used for the payment of employee sick leave and severance 
benefits without further appropriation. Such fund may be discontinued, after recommendation by the 
board and approval by the board, and any amounts held in the fund shall be transferred to the general 
fund of the district. 

§ 10-52. Adult education 

A regional district may provide adult education for the towns in the district in accordance with sections 10-
67 to 10-70, inclusive, and shall be eligible for reimbursements for adult education programs in 
accordance with sections 10-67 and 10-71. Any balance of the cost of such adult education shall be 
prorated among and paid by the towns on the basis of the clock hour pupil attendance from each town. 
The regional board of education shall charge tuition for any student from outside the regional school 
district who participates in the adult education program. 
 

§ 10-53. Application of education statutes 

All provisions of the general statutes relating to public education, including those providing state grants-in-
aid, shall apply to each town belonging to a regional school district, provided, if the board of education of 
any regional school district provides transportation to a regional school, such district shall be reimbursed 
by the state as provided in section 10-54. 
 

§ 10-54. Transportation grants 

Any local or regional school district which transports pupils to a regional school and any regional school 
district which transports pupils attending any other school in lieu of that provided by such district in 
accordance with approval by the regional board of education pursuant to section 10-55 shall be 
reimbursed by the state for such pupil transportation in accordance with the provisions of sections 10-97 
and 10-266m. At the close of each school year any local or regional board of education which provides 
such transportation shall file an application for such reimbursement on a form to be provided by the 
State Board of Education. Payments shall be made as soon as possible after the close of each fiscal 
year. 
 
§ 10-55. Pupils to attend regional school 
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No pupil from any town belonging to a regional school district shall, at the expense of such town, attend 
any other school in lieu of that provided by said district except a vocational school approved by the State 
Board of Education, unless his attendance at such other school is approved by the regional board of 
education. 
 

§ 10-56. Corporate powers. Bond issues 

(a) A regional school district shall be a body politic and corporate with power to sue and be sued; to 
purchase, receive, hold and convey real and personal property for school purposes; and to build, equip, 
purchase, rent, maintain or expand schools. Such district may issue bonds, notes or other obligations in 
the name and upon the full faith and credit of such district and the member towns to acquire land, prepare 
sites, purchase or erect buildings and equip the same for school purposes, if so authorized by 
referendum. Such referendum shall be conducted in accordance with the procedure provided in section 
10-47c except that any person entitled to vote under section 7-6 may vote and the question shall be 
determined by the majority of those persons voting in the regional school district as a whole. The exercise 
of any or all of the powers set forth in this section shall not be construed to be an amendment of a 
regional plan pursuant to said section 10-47c. A regional board of education may expend any premium in 
connection with such issue, interest on the proceeds of such issue or unused portion of such issue to add 
to the land or buildings erected or purchased and for the purchasing and installing of equipment for the 
same. Such bonds, notes or other obligations shall be issued as either serial or term bonds or both, in 
registered form or with coupons attached, registrable as to principal and interest or as to principal alone, 
shall be signed by the chairman and the treasurer of the regional board of education and shall mature at 
such time or times, or contain provisions for mandatory amortization of principal at such time or times, be 
issued at such discount or bear interest at such rate or rates payable at such time or times, or contain 
provisions for the method or manner of determining such rate or rates or time or times at which interest is 
payable, and contain such provisions for redemption before maturity at the option of the issuer or at the 
option of the holder thereof at such price or prices and under such terms and conditions as shall be 
determined by such board, or by such officer or body to whom the regional board of education delegates 
the authority to make such determinations, provided that any serial bonds, notes or other obligations shall 
be so arranged to mature in annual or semiannual installments of principal that shall substantially 
equalize the aggregate amount of principal and interest due in each annual period commencing with the 
first annual period in which an installment of principal is due or maturing in annual or semiannual 
installments of principal no one of which shall exceed by more than fifty per cent the amount of any prior 
installment, and any term bonds, notes or other obligations, shall be issued with mandatory deposit of 
sinking fund payments into a sinking fund of amounts sufficient to redeem or amortize the principal of the 
bonds in annual or semiannual installments that shall substantially equalize the aggregate amount of 
principal redeemed or amortized and interest due in each annual period commencing with the first annual 
period in which a mandatory sinking fund payment becomes due, or sufficient to redeem or amortize the 
principal of the bonds in annual or semiannual installments no one of which shall exceed by more than 
fifty per cent the amount of any installment. The first installment of any series of bonds shall mature or the 
first sinking fund payment of any series of bonds shall be due not later than three years from the date of 
issue of such series and the last installment of such series shall mature or the last sinking fund payment 
of such series shall be due not later than twenty years therefrom for any grant commitment authorized by 
the General Assembly pursuant to chapter 173 prior to July 1, 1996, and not later than thirty years 
therefrom for any grant commitment authorized by the General Assembly pursuant to said chapter on or 
after July 1, 1996. Such bonds, notes or other obligations when executed, issued and delivered, shall be 
general obligations of such district and the member towns, according to their terms. 
 
(b) “Annual receipts from taxation” means the receipts from taxation of the member towns for the fiscal 
year next preceding the beginning of the current fiscal year of such regional school district. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7-374, any regional school district may assume bonds, notes or 
other obligations of any member town as part of the purchase price of any property for school purposes or 
issue bonds, notes or other obligations, provided the aggregate indebtedness of such district shall not 
exceed: (1) In the case of a regional school district serving the same towns as are served by two or more 
town school districts, two and one-quarter times the annual receipts from taxation or (2) in the case of a 
regional school district empowered to provide for the member towns all programs under the general 
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supervision and control of the State Board of Education, four and one-half times such annual receipts 
from taxation. Any regional school district may issue additional bonds, notes or other obligations in an 
amount not to exceed three and one-half times such annual receipts from taxation less the aggregate 
indebtedness computed in accordance with section 7-374, for the member towns of such district. In 
computing the aggregate indebtedness of a regional school district for purposes of this section and 
section 7-374 there shall be excluded each bond, note or other evidence of indebtedness issued in 
anticipation of the receipt of (A) payments by a member town or the state for the operation of such 
district's schools and (B) proceeds from any state or federal grant for which the district has received a 
written commitment or for which an allocation has been approved by the State Bond Commission or from 
a contract with the state, a state agency or another municipality providing for the reimbursement of capital 
costs but only to the extent such indebtedness can be paid from such proceeds. 
 
(c) When a district has been authorized to issue general obligation bonds, notes or other obligations as 
provided by this section, the board may authorize, for a period not to exceed eight years, the issue of 
temporary notes in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds from the sale of such bonds. Notes issued 
for a shorter period of time may be renewed by the issue of other notes, provided the period from the date 
of the original notes to the maturity of the last notes issued in renewal thereof shall not exceed eight 
years. The term of such notes shall not be included in computing the time within which such bonds shall 
mature, provided such term does not exceed four years. For any series of notes the term of which is 
extended past the fourth year, the provisions of section 7-378a providing for the retirement from budgeted 
funds of one-twentieth, or one-thirtieth, as applicable, of the net project cost, the reduction of the term of 
the bonds when sold and the commencement of the first principal payment of such bonds, shall apply 
with respect to each year beyond the fourth that the notes are outstanding. The provisions of section 7-
373 shall be deemed to apply to such notes. The board, or such officer or body to whom the board 
delegates the authority to make such determinations, shall determine the date, maturity, interest rate, 
form, manner of sale and other terms of such notes which shall be general obligations of the regional 
school district and member towns. Such notes may bear interest or be sold at a discount. The interest or 
discount on such notes and any renewals thereof and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing 
them may be included as a part of the cost of the project for the financing of which such bonds were 
authorized. Upon the sale of such bonds, the board shall apply immediately the proceeds thereof, to the 
extent required, to the payment of the principal and interest of all notes issued in anticipation thereof or 
deposit the proceeds in trust for such purpose with a bank or trust company, which may be the bank or 
trust company, if any, at which such notes are payable. 
 
(d) Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section, the board may deposit or invest the 
proceeds of bonds, notes or other obligations as permitted in section 7-400 or 7-402. 
 

§ 10-58a. Default of district in payment on bonds or notes. Withholding of state aid 

Whenever it is established as herein provided that a regional school district, including Regional School 
District Number 1 of Litchfield County, has defaulted in the payment of the principal or interest, or both, on 
its bonds or notes, the payment of state aid and assistance to such regional school district pursuant to 
any statute then in existence shall be withheld by the state. If a holder or owner of any such bond or note 
of such regional school district files with the state comptroller a verified statement describing such bond or 
note and alleging default in the payment thereof or the interest thereon, or both, the comptroller shall 
immediately investigate the circumstances of the alleged default, prepare and file in his office a certificate 
setting forth his finding with respect thereto and serve a copy of such finding, by registered or certified 
mail, upon the treasurer or chief fiscal officer of such regional school district. Such investigation shall 
cover the current status with respect to the payment of principal of and interest on all outstanding bonds 
and notes of such regional school district, and the statement prepared and filed by the comptroller 
pursuant to this section shall set forth a description of all bonds and notes of such regional school district 
found to be in default and the amount of principal and interest thereon past due. Upon the filing of such a 
certificate in the office of the comptroller, the comptroller shall thereafter deduct and withhold from the 
next succeeding payment of state aid or assistance otherwise due such regional school district such 
amount as is necessary to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes of such regional 
school district then in default. If such amount is insufficient to pay all of such principal and interest, said 
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comptroller shall similarly deduct and withhold from the next succeeding payment of state aid and 
assistance, otherwise due to any town in such district which is currently in default of its annual payments 
to such district, such amount as is necessary to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds or notes 
remaining in default. If all such amounts withheld are insufficient to pay all such principal and interest, the 
comptroller shall similarly deduct and withhold from each succeeding payment of state aid or assistance 
otherwise due such regional school district and such towns such amount or amounts thereof as may be 
required to pay all of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes then in default. Payments of 
state aid or assistance so deducted and withheld shall be forwarded promptly by the comptroller to the 
paying agent or agents for the bonds and notes in default for the sole purpose of payment of defaulted 
principal of and interest on such bonds or notes; provided, if any such payment of state aid or assistance 
so deducted or withheld is less than the total amount of all principal and interest on such bonds and 
notes, then the comptroller shall forward to each paying agent an amount in the proportion that the 
amount of such bonds and notes in default payable by such paying agent bears to the total amount of the 
principal of and interest then in default on such bonds and notes of such regional school district. The 
comptroller shall promptly notify the treasurer or the chief fiscal officer of such regional school district of 
any payment or payments made to any paying agent or paying agents of defaulted bonds or notes 
pursuant to this section. The state of Connecticut hereby covenants with the purchasers, holders and 
owners from time to time of bonds and notes issued by regional school districts for school purposes that it 
will not repeal the provisions of this section or amend or modify the same so as to limit or impair the rights 
and remedies granted hereby; provided nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed as 
requiring the state to continue the payment of state aid or assistance to any regional school district or 
town or as limiting or prohibiting the state from repealing or amending any law relating to state aid or 
assistance, the manner and time of payment or apportionment thereof, or the amount thereof. 
 

§ 10-60. Borrowing in addition to bonds 

In addition to the power to issue bonds, notes and other obligations as provided by section 10-56, such 
regional board of education may, when so authorized by a majority vote at a regional school district 
meeting called for such purpose, borrow sums of money and issue bonds, notes or other obligations, and 
pay interest thereon, to acquire land, prepare sites, purchase or erect buildings and equip buildings for 
school purposes, secure the services of architects and professional consultants, and operate and 
maintain regional schools, and for contingent or other necessary expenses connected therewith in 
principal amounts which shall not exceed in the aggregate five hundred thousand dollars at any time. 
Such sums may be borrowed for a term not to exceed ten years. Persons eligible to vote under the 
provisions of section 7-6 may vote on such issue. Such loans, bonds, notes or other obligations shall be 
general obligations of such district and the member towns. The regional board of education, or such 
officer or body to whom the board delegates the authority to make such determinations, shall determine 
the date, maturity, interest rate, form, manner of sale and other terms of such loans, bonds, notes or other 
obligations. 
 

§ 10-60a. Refunding bonds 

Any regional school district which has issued any bonds, notes or other obligations pursuant to any 
general statute or special act may issue refunding bonds for the purpose of paying, funding or refunding 
prior to maturity all or any part of such district's bonds, notes or other obligations, the redemption 
premium, if any, with respect thereto, the interest thereon, the costs with respect to the issuance of such 
refunding bonds and the payment of such refunded bonds, notes or other obligations. Such refunding 
bonds shall mature not later than (1) in the case of a single series of bonds, notes or other obligations 
being refunded, the final maturity date thereof; and (2) in the case of multiple series of bonds, notes or 
other obligations being refunded, the final maturity date of any such series last to occur. Such refunding 
bonds shall be authorized, and the proceeds thereof appropriated for the purposes permitted under this 
section, by resolution of the regional board of education and shall be issued in the same manner, and 
shall be subject to the same limitations and requirements, other than those requirements with respect to 
the manner of authorization of the bonds, as bonds issued pursuant to section 10-56, provided the 
provisions of section 10-56, regarding limitations on the date of the first maturity, or on the amount of any 
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principal or on any principal and interest installments on any bonds, shall not apply to refunding bonds 
issued under this section that achieve net present value savings after comparing total debt service 
payable on the refunding bonds to the total debt service payable on the refunded bonds, after accounting 
for costs of issuance and underwriters' discount. Upon placement in escrow of the proceeds of such 
refunding bonds or other funds of the district in an amount sufficient, together with such investment 
earnings thereon as are to be retained in said escrow, to provide for the payment when due of the 
principal of and interest on the bonds, notes or other obligations to be paid, funded or refunded by such 
refunding bonds and other funds, such bonds, notes or other obligations shall cease to be included in 
computing the aggregate indebtedness of the district pursuant to subsection (b) of section 10-56. 
 

§ 10-63a. Vote for withdrawal of town or dissolution of district 

(a) Any town which is a member of a regional school district may, pursuant to a vote of its legislative 
body, apply to the regional board of education to institute procedure for withdrawal from the district or, in 
the case of a district composed of two towns, dissolution of the district as hereinafter provided. 
 
(b) Any two or more towns which are members of a regional school district composed of three or more 
towns may, pursuant to a vote of the legislative bodies of the respective towns, apply to the regional 
board of education to institute procedure for the dissolution of the district as hereinafter provided. 
 

§ 10-63b. Committee to study issues relating to withdrawal or dissolution 

Within thirty days of receipt of an application pursuant to section 10-63a the regional board of education 
shall call for the appointment of a committee to study issues relating to withdrawal or dissolution. The 
committee shall consist of the following: One member of the board of education of each town within the 
district, to be selected by each such board, if any, or if none, an elector to be elected by the legislative 
body in such town; one member of the board of finance or comparable fiscal body of each town within the 
district to be selected by each such board or body; two members of the regional board of education, to be 
selected by such board, no more than one of whom may be a resident of a town making the application 
for the appointment of the committee; one member to be appointed by the Commissioner of Education, 
who shall not be a resident of any town within the district; the State Treasurer or the Treasurer's 
designee, and one member to be appointed by the regional board of education, who shall be an expert in 
municipal bonding and financing and who shall not be a resident of any town within the district. The 
members shall receive no compensation for their services, but their expenses and those incurred by the 
regional board in connection with withdrawal or dissolution procedures shall be paid by the towns 
applying for withdrawal or dissolution. The appointee of the Commissioner of Education shall call the first 
meeting of the committee, and the committee shall organize and function in accordance with section 10-
41. 
 

§ 10-63c. Report of committee 

Within one year after its appointment, the committee shall prepare a written report that includes: (1) Its 
recommendation concerning the advisability of a withdrawal or dissolution; (2) a determination of the 
value of the net assets of the regional district; (3) an apportionment of the net assets to each member 
town on the basis of the ratio which the total average daily membership of such town since its 
membership in the regional district bears to the total average daily membership reported to the State 
Board of Education by the regional board of education up to and including the last such report; (4) a plan 
for settlement of any obligations and the transfer of property from the regional school district to the 
member town school districts; (5) a timetable for the orderly withdrawal or dissolution of the regional 
district and establishment of local boards of education if none exist; (6) the question to be determined by 
the referenda; and (7) such other matters as the committee deems necessary. The provisions of 
sections 10-43 and 10-45, except as provided below, shall apply to the procedures for submission of the 
plan to the State Board of Education, action by such board, presentation of such plan to the member 
towns, action by such towns and the dissolution of the committee. The establishment of any new local 
board of education shall be in accordance with chapter 146.  Upon an affirmative vote in each member 
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town, or, in the case of a regional school district that does not have a high school, any of the member 
towns, the regional board of education and member towns shall cooperatively implement the plan for 
dissolution or withdrawal of a member town. 

§ 10-63f. Obligations not affected by action 

Such withdrawal or dissolution shall not impair the obligation of the withdrawing town or the district to the 
holders of any bonds or other outstanding indebtedness issued prior to withdrawal or dissolution under 
authority of this part. The regional board of education and the board of education of the town or towns 
involved may make agreements for the payment of money to or from the district and said towns in 
accordance with the final plan of withdrawal. 
 

§ 10-63g. Withdrawal and dissolution restricted 

(a) No town shall be permitted to withdraw from a regional school district and no district shall be dissolved 
except in accordance with the provisions of sections 10-63a to 10-63f, inclusive, and no application for 
withdrawal or dissolution shall be made within three years after the formation of the district. 
 
(b) No town which has voted to apply for the institution of withdrawal or dissolution procedure as provided 
in sections 10-63a to 10-63f, inclusive, may again so apply within three years after the date of its last 
application. 
 

10-63h. Applicability to existing regional school districts 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special act or compact adopted by referenda to 
establish a regional school district, the provisions of this part shall apply to the regional school districts in 
existence on June 24, 1969, except as provided below. 

(a) Nothing in this part shall be construed to require an existing regional school district to change the 
composition of the membership of its board of education or their terms of office or as prohibiting the 
selection of members of such boards by appointment. 

(b) If the board consists of nine members, three from each member town, such members may be elected 
on a rotating basis each year for terms of three years. If any adjustments are necessary to achieve this 
system, the regional school district shall use the procedures provided in section 10-47c to make the 
necessary changes, provided the term of office of no incumbent shall be shortened. 

(c) Any such school district may change the representation of the member towns on the regional board 
or change the term of office of such members to four years in accordance with the procedures provided 
in section 10-47c. If the latter change is made, the member towns may elect their representatives on the 
regional board of education in accordance with subsection (b) or (c) of section 10-46 as determined by 
the legislative body of each town. 

§ 10-63i. Regional school district established before June 24, 1969 

Any referenda establishing a regional school district before June 24, 1969, which by the terms of the 
question presented in such referenda established a regional school district to provide educational 
programs for kindergarten through grade twelve, shall be deemed to have empowered such district to 
provide for the member towns any program under the general supervision and control of the State Board 
of Education. In such cases, the town board of education in each member town is dissolved when the 
regional board of education assumes the direction of all such programs in the member towns, but in no 
case later than two years from the date of the referenda establishing such regional school district. 
 

§ 10-63j. “Representation”, defined 
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Representation as used in subsection (a) of section 10-46 and in sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive, 
means the composition of the regional board of education, the number and manner of election of its 
members from the several towns constituting a regional school district and the voting power of each 
member of the regional board of education. 
 

§ 10-63k. Regional school reapportionment committee 

(a) If the Commissioner of Education notifies in writing a regional board of education and the chief 
executive officer of each town within a regional school district that representation on the regional board of 
education is not consistent with federal constitutional standards, the legislative body of each participating 
town of a regional school district so notified shall, within thirty days of the receipt of such written notice 
from the commissioner, appoint a regional school reapportionment committee in the same manner as 
provided for in section 10-40 relating to the appointment of a regional school study committee. The town 
clerk of each town shall immediately give notice of the appointments made to the Commissioner of 
Education. Within ten days of receipt of the last of such notices, the Commissioner of Education shall 
appoint a consultant to such committee. The consultant shall call the first meeting of the regional school 
reapportionment committee within seven days after such appointment. 
 
(b) The regional school reapportionment committee shall organize, proceed, and operate in accordance 
with the provisions of section 10-41. It shall receive funds, be reimbursed for expenses, and dispose of 
unencumbered balances remaining in the treasury of the committee in accordance with the provisions of 
section 10-42. 
 

§ 10-63l. Powers of regional school reapportionment committee 

(a) The power, function, and responsibility of the regional school reapportionment committee shall be to 
determine and recommend a plan of representation on the regional board of education consistent with 
federal constitutional standards. Among the alternatives it may consider and include in its 
recommendation are the following: (1) The number of members on the regional board from each 
participating town shall be determined in the proportion, within permissible deviant limits consistent with 
federal constitutional standards, that the population of each town bears to the population of the entire 
regional school district; (2) the regional school board shall be elected at large by the voters of the entire 
regional school district; (3) the voting power of the members from each town on the regional school board 
shall be weighted in the proportion, within permissible deviant limits consistent with federal constitutional 
standards, that the population of each town bears to the population of the entire regional school district; 
(4) such other method of representation or of distribution of voting power that is consistent with federal 
constitutional standards, provided, in the case of any such method which determines the number of 
members on the regional school board from each participating town, or the voting power of such 
members, in accordance with the proportion that the population of such town bears to the population of 
the entire regional school district or to the population of any other town in such district, the population of 
any such town shall not include the patients of any state institution located in such town. 
 
(b) The regional school reapportionment committee shall submit its recommended plan of representation 
in writing to the State Board of Education within three months after its first organizational meeting. 
 

§ 10-63m. Approval or rejection of plan recommended by regional school reapportionment 
committee 

(a) Upon receipt of a recommended plan of representation from a regional school reapportionment 
committee, the State Board of Education shall examine same and within thirty days of receipt either 
approve or reject said plan, and so notify the regional school reapportionment committee. 
 
(b) If the State Board of Education rejects the recommended plan of representation, it shall return it to the 
regional school reapportionment committee and shall in a written report advise the committee of the 
reasons for rejection, and suggest modifications to make the plan consistent with federal constitutional 
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standards. The committee shall, within twenty days after receiving the plan back from the State Board of 
Education with the report, revise the plan and resubmit it to the Board of Education. If the regional school 
reapportionment committee refuses to revise the plan, or if it submits to the State Board of Education a 
plan which the board determines is not consistent with federal constitutional standards, then the 
provisions of section 10-63s shall apply. 
 
(c) If the State Board of Education approves the plan of representation submitted by the regional school 
reapportionment committee, it shall certify to the town clerk in each town of the regional school district 
that the recommended plan has been approved and the State Board of Education shall send a copy of 
such certification to the regional school reapportionment committee. The town clerk shall make available 
copies of the certification to the public, and publish notice of it and the approved plan in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the town. The regional school reapportionment committee shall hold a public 
meeting in each town of the regional school district to present the approved plan of representation. 
 

§ 10-63n. Referendum for regional school reapportionment. Establishment of plan 

(a) Upon receipt of a copy of the certificate of approval of the plan, the regional school reapportionment 
committee shall set the date upon which referenda shall be held on the same date in each town in the 
regional school district. 
 
(b) The referenda shall be held in accordance with the provisions of section 10-45, except that the 
question on the voting machine ballot label shall be “Shall representation on the regional school board be 
established in accordance with the plan approved by the State Board of Education on .... (date)?” and the 
label used shall conform with the provisions of section 9-250. 
 
(c) If the majority of the votes in each of the towns in the regional school district is affirmative, the plan of 
representation is established. 
 
(d) If the majority vote of one or more towns is negative, the provisions of subsection (c) of said section 
10-45 shall apply. If the majority of votes cast in each town on a second referendum is affirmative, the 
plan of representation is established. 
 

§ 10-63o. Execution of reapportionment plan 

A plan of representation established as provided for in subsection (a) of section 10-46 and sections 10-
63j to 10-63t, inclusive, shall be effective seven days after the referenda resulting in an affirmative 
majority vote in each of the participating towns. If the plan of representation requires a reduction in the 
number of members on a regional board of education from a participating town, a determination of the 
order in which the terms of members from such town shall be terminated shall be made on the basis of 
the length of the unexpired portion of their terms, with the terms of members having the shortest 
unexpired portions being terminated first until the number of members from the town complies with the 
plan. If two or more members of a town have the same unexpired portions of their terms, then within 
seven days after the date the plan is established, and under the supervision of the other members of the 
regional board, the member or members whose term or terms shall terminate shall be determined by lot. 
If the plan requires that additional members on the regional board of education be added from a town 
within the regional school district, the legislative body of the town shall fill the vacancies by appointment. 
A new member of the board so appointed by the legislative body of a town shall serve until a successor 
is elected and qualified at the next town election. The remaining members on a regional board of 
education whose terms are not affected by the plan of representation shall serve the unexpired portions 
of the terms for which they have been elected. Questions as to the terms of office of members on a 
regional board of education shall be determined by the regional board in accordance with the principles 
established in section 10-46. 

§ 10-63p. Time limits for reapportionment. Right to compel compliance 
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The time limits provided for in subsection (a) of section 10-46 and sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive, 
may be extended by the State Board of Education for good cause. The failure to meet a time limit herein 
provided shall not in and of itself invalidate action taken after said time limit. Any resident of a regional 
school district shall have the right, power, and legal standing, to seek appropriate relief from a court 
having jurisdiction to compel compliance with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-46 and 
sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive. 

§ 10-63q. Notification as to constitutionality of regional board representation following decennial 
census 

The Commissioner of Education shall on or before the first day of May next following the completion of 
the decennial census of the United States, notify in writing each regional board of education and the chief 
executive officer of each town within a regional school district of whether or not on that date 
representation on the regional board of education is consistent with federal constitutional standards. If the 
commissioner notifies a regional board of education and the chief executive officer of the towns within a 
regional school district that representation on the regional board of education is not consistent with 
federal constitutional standards, then a regional school reapportionment committee shall be appointed 
and a plan of representation established as provided for in subsection (a) of section 10-46 and sections 
10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive. 
 

§ 10-63r. Establishment of new plan of representation permitted after initial reapportionment 

After a plan of representation has been established pursuant to subsection (a) of section 10-46 and 
sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive, the legislative bodies of the towns in a regional school district may 
appoint a regional school reapportionment committee in accordance with the provisions of said sections 
and a new plan of representation on the regional school board of education may be established in 
accordance with the provisions of said sections. 

§ 10-63s. Duties of Commissioner of Education. Actions of regional board to be by weighted vote 

(a) After the Commissioner of Education has notified in writing a regional board of education and the chief 
executive officer of each town within a regional school district that representation on the regional board of 
education is not consistent with federal constitutional standards, the commissioner shall keep informed of 
and assist in the progress toward establishment of a plan of representation. If the commissioner 
determines that significant progress is not being made, such as the refusal of the legislative body of a 
town to appoint members to a regional school reapportionment committee, the refusal of a regional 
school reapportionment committee to submit a plan of representation which has the approval of the State 
Board of Education, the rejection of a plan by the voters of any participating town within a regional school 
district, or any other block in the progress toward establishing a plan of representation, the commissioner 
shall notify in writing the regional board of education, the regional school reapportionment committee, if 
one has been appointed, and the chief executive officer of each participating town that unless significant 
progress toward the establishment of a plan of representation is made within thirty days of the date of 
such notice, the regional board of education shall be required to act only by weighted vote. If at the end of 
said thirty day period, the commissioner determines that significant progress has not been made toward 
the establishment of a plan of representation, the commissioner shall notify the regional board in writing 
that after ten days from said notice, the regional board shall act only by weighted vote and after said 
specified date, the regional board shall be authorized or empowered to act only by weighted vote. 
 
(b) As herein used in subsection (a) of section 10-46 and sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive, “weighted 
vote” means that the voting power on the regional board shall be distributed among the members in such 
a manner that each member shall have a weight attached to such member's vote, or shall be entitled to 
cast a number of votes, equal to the proportion, within permissible deviant limits consistent with federal 
constitutional standards, that the population of such member's town bears to the total population of the 
entire school district, with members on the board from each town dividing the weight or the number of 
votes accorded to that town equally among them. 
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(c) If within three months after the Commissioner of Education has specified the date after which the 
regional board can act only by weighted vote, a plan of representation has not been established for the 
regional school district, the State Board of Education shall establish a plan of representation for that 
regional school district and file it with the town clerk of each participating town. Said plan shall have the 
full force of law and shall remain in effect until a plan of representation has been adopted by the towns 
within the regional school district in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-46 and 
sections 10-63j to 10-63t, inclusive. 
 

§ 10-63t. Applicability of reapportionment requirements 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special act or any compact adopted by referenda to 
establish a regional school district, the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-46 and sections 10-63j 
to 10-63t, inclusive, shall apply to any regional school district in existence on April 21, 1976. 


