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By: Soncia Coleman, Associate Legislative Analyst

You wanted a description of the cooperative arrangements districts may enter into,
outside of forming regional school districts.

SUMMARY

Connecticut law contemplates both formal and informal relationships between local
and regional school districts. The statutes allow towns to form regional school
districts to share the administration of their schools under a common board of
education. The procedure to do so involves several steps, including the establishment
of a temporary regional study committee, funding the study, a written report of the
committee's findings and recommendation, State Board of Education review and
approval, and simultaneous referenda in each participating town.

The statutes also allow boards to form cooperative arrangements for the provision of
programs and services. While not as complicated as the regional school district
formation process, cooperative arrangements must be agreed to in writing and have
specific requirements for dissolution. Committees formed to supervise such
arrangements have broad power, including the authority to receive and disburse
funds, hire personnel, and hold title to property. Boards often enter into less formal
relationships, including interdistrict programs aimed at reducing racial, ethnic, and
economic isolation and the joint employment of superintendents.

FORMAL COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS
Formation and Oversight

Connecticut law allows local and regional boards of education to establish
cooperative arrangements with one another to provide school accommodation
services, programs, or activities. Boards must agree in writing to form such an
arrangement. Cooperative arrangements can establish a committee to supervise their
programs with the committee membership determined by the agreement.

The committees, in accordance with the terms of the agreement, have the power to (1)
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students to interact with students and teachers from other racial, ethnic, and
economic backgrounds. To those ends, the law allows boards to offer a number of
programs aimed at desegregation and increasing school choice options, including: (1)
interdistrict magnet school programs; (2) charter schools; (3) interdistrict after-
school, Saturday and summer programs and sister-school projects; (4) intra- and
interdistrict public school choice programs; (5) interdistrict school building projects;
(6) interdistrict program collaboratives for students and staff; (7) distance learning
through the use of technology; and (8) any other experience that increases awareness
of the diversity of individuals and cultures (CGS § 10-226h).

Most of these programs, by their very nature, must be undertaken cooperatively by
boards of education. Some of the more formal and involved arrangements include
charter schools, interdistrict magnet schools, and regional vocational-agricultural
centers. Cooperative arrangements are specifically authorized to operate interdistrict
magnet schools and receive the interdistrict magnet school program operating grant
(CGS § 10-2641). Any two or more boards of education may cooperatively apply to the
education commissioner to establish a charter school (CGS § 10-66bb). Also, boards
of education may enter into agreements with one another to establish a regional
vocational-agricultural center in conjunction with its regular public school system
(CGS § 10-64). Detailed information about all of these programs can be found in the
State Department of Education (SDE) publication Public School Choice in
Connecticut.

SDE maintains a competitive grant for the establishment and operation of
interdistrict cooperative programs. Programs may include (1) interdistrict resident
summer programs and programs for distance learning and other technologies, (2)
existing public schools or those planned before July 1, 1997 that are located in a
priority school district, have a specialized curriculum, and are designed to promote
public school choice (lighthouse schools), and (3) certain programs conducted by
interdistrict magnet programs. Eligible applicants include cooperative arrangements
on behalf of local or regional school districts; regional education service centers
(RESCs) solely or pursuant to a cooperative arrangement; approved non-sectarian
non-profit organizations; and, in the case of a lighthouse school, boards of education
or RESCs (CGS § 10-74d).

SHARED SUPERINTENDENTS

The law also allows boards of education to share a superintendent. Pursuant to CGS
§ 10-157a, the boards of education of any two or more towns, a regional school
district board and the board of education of at least one member town, or a
committee formed and authorized by agreement of such boards on behalf of such
boards may jointly employ a superintendent.
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